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Two weeks ago, TEAM ANDY descended upon Austin, 

Texas to participate in the LiveStrong Challenge and ride 90 

miles in honor of our great friend, Andy Marsh.  As you 

know, Andy passed away this summer, on August 4th, after 

a two and a half year battle with melanoma. As TEAM 

ANDY’s cycling contingent, we continue his fight to not 

only honor Andy’s life, but to “beat the C” and get rid of 

cancer completely. Because of the love and support we 

received from all of you, we succeeded in meeting our 

fundraising goal and making it through the ride with smiles 

to spare at mile 90. Thanks to your generosity, TEAM ANDY 

raised $11,100 to benefit the Lance Armstrong Foundation 

to help fight cancer through awareness, prevention and 

support.  As a small token of our appreciation, we wanted 

to tell you a bit more about the weekend, introduce you to 

the whole team, and pass along a few notes of thanks. 

The TEAM ANDY LiveStrong team consisted of a dedicated group of Boston College grads – Jenn 

Garbach, Lindsey Kurnath, Jeff Martyn, Stephen Salazar and Claire Walters.  Also joining the team 

were Lindsey’s father, Dr. Joe Kurnath, and long time family friend, Mr. Jim Metzler.  We were 

fortunate enough to be joined by an outstanding cheering section in Mrs. Wendy Kurnath and Mrs. 

Pam Metzler, and we were honored that Andy’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Ginny Marsh, also 

made the trip out to Austin to support us. 

The team arrived in Austin on Friday, and fortunately, so did all of our bikes. After registering and 

adding a few important messages to the LiveStrong Wall of Honor, we headed out for a training ride. 

A few hills and a quick trip to the bike shop later, we were all prepped for Sunday’s ride. To loosen our 

muscles, all the cyclists and our cheering squad participated in the LiveStrong 5k walk. It was a great 

way to start the day and get pumped up for Sunday’s ride. After a homemade pasta dinner and an 

early night to bed, we were ready to go for our big day! 

Bright and early Sunday morning, we headed out to Dripping Springs, TX for the official ride start. 

Lance himself led the pack, and we were close behind…well, at least for a few moments. No obstacle 

– not the cattle guards nor the miles of “rolling hills” (who said Texas was flat?) – could stop us. It was 

a long, hard course, but any time we found ourselves struggling, we fought like Andy.  Ninety miles, 

approximately 42,000 hills and a few water breaks later, TEAM ANDY triumphantly crossed the finish 

line!  Our team rolled in, tired and sore from shoulders to toes, but everyone was smiling broadly, 

proudly wearing our TEAM ANDY jerseys.  We are so grateful for this amazing experience to honor 

Andy and continue his fight. Thank you all again, from the bottoms of our hearts. 

Thank you all again, from the bottoms of our hearts.

TEAM ANDY



A Note from The Marshes

Thank you to all who supported and donated to TEAM ANDY. Craig and I are SO PROUD of all that 

donated to this wonderful organization and to the dedicated team of riders that rode 90 

long...long...miles.  It made our hearts so happy to see the love from each and every one of them 

doing this in honor of not only our son Andrew ,but ALL of their loved ones who are going through 

or went through this horrible disease that one day WILL be conquered. Andy was with them each 

pedal of their journey. They said when they got tired they remembered how Andy fought his 

melanoma and that gave them strength to pedal on. Please remember that Andy always had a 

smile on his face and nothing but kindness in his heart.....pass it on. We hope to continue this 

tradition again next year and cheer on the team.  WE LOVE YOU TEAM ANDY!!!!!

Craig & Ginny Marsh

Claire, Jenn, Craig, Jeff, Ginny, Stephen, Claire

Lindsey, Stephen, Ginny, Craig, Claire and Jeff during our pasta dinner the night before the race



A Note from Claire

To each and every one of you who supported us 

through donations, words of encouragement, 

sentiments of love and understanding and many 

thoughts and prayers: THANK YOU!!  As a budding 

cyclist, this ride was a great challenge for me and I 

have to say that I would not have been able to 

tackle the journey without you standing behind me 

and reminding me exactly why it was so important I 

accomplish this goal - for Andy.  I felt so helpless 

(we all did) watching my friend battle his cancer 

with more determination and courage than I could 

imagine possible.  And while this was miniscule in 

the scale of his fight, it was one small gesture to 

challenge all of us to continue battling this horrific 

disease in his name.  

The weekend provided us the opportunity to 

celebrate Andy's life and our friendship, while 

joining the LiveSTRONG community to support the 

LAF mission:  "to unite people to fight cancer 

believing that unity is strength, knowledge is power 

and attitude is everything."  Thank you for making 

this an experience I will always cherish and for 

helping us unite as TEAM ANDY!

Claire Walters

A Note from Jeff

Thank you to all of the people who thought about 

me on October 25th while I was participating in the 

LiveStrong Challenge in Austin, TX.  I am proud to 

report that I did complete the 90-mile ride despite 

having some serious doubts during several different 

climbs, especially in the mile 50-65 range of the ride.  

I was the only member of TEAM ANDY who decided 

to participate in the ride after Andy passed away on 

August 4th, so it was impossible to not be saddened 

by the realization of why I ended up a part of the 

team, but the bike ride and LiveStrong event as a 

whole made for a great weekend and I look forward 

to participating again next year.  Thank you so much 

for supporting me.

Jeff Martyn

Stephen, Claire, Lindsey, Jenn & Jeff at the registration Wall of Honor

Lindsey, Claire & Jeff riding strong



A Note from Jenn

I wanted to send my sincere thanks to each and 

every person who donated and supported TEAM 

ANDY as we trained for and completed the 

LiveStrong Challenge in Austin.  To have a way for 

friends and family to come together as TEAM ANDY 

and ride together in memory of our great friend 

was an incredible and overwhelming experience.   I 

am so grateful that we were able to honor Andy’s 

memory in this way.

Thank you all again for your support, we couldn’t 

have done it without you.  Though the site of my 

bike frightens me right now, I’m already looking 

forward to LiveStrong Austin 2010!

Jenn Garbach 

A Note from Jim

We didn’t have the pleasure of knowing Andy 

personally, but if the character of a person is 

measured by the quality of their family and friends, 

which Andy has in abundance, then we got the 

picture of a truly wonderful guy.  Pam and I were 

privileged and honored to cheer and ride for TEAM 

ANDY and the memory of a great guy who gave us 

a reason to be motivated to fight cancer.

Jim Metzler

A Note from Joe

What an emotional and gratifying day riding 90 

miles through the hill country of central Texas with 

my fellow members of TEAM ANDY. The weather 

was beautiful, though a little too hot and windy for 

my northern acclimatized body. Whenever the hills 

seemed too steep or long, thoughts of Andy, as 

well as having my teammates besides me, provided 

the needed encouragement to keep going. Special 

thanks to everyone who supported us with 

contributions and prayers. Here’s to riding the 

LiveStrong Challenge in Austin again in 2010, 

hopefully with an even larger TEAM ANDY!!

Joe Kurnath

Jim, Joe, Lindsey, Stephen, Claire , Jenn & Jeff on the course

Craig at the start of the 5k walk

The TEAM ANDY “peloton” approaching the finish line!



A Note from Lindsey

Austin 2009 was an unbelievable experience. When 

the idea to ride my 2nd LiveStrong Challenge, this 

time in Austin, came up in the first weeks of 2009, 

little did I know the ride would be alongside family 

and friends who would inspire me to such an 

amazing degree. Thank you to all of you for 

supporting us, allowing us to reach are fundraising 

goal, and keeping us going. Thank you to my 

teammates – especially those who picked up riding 

this past summer in order to do this ride. And thank 

you to Andy for being such an inspiration. Let’s 

keep on working to beat the “C,” always 

remembering those we’ve lost, those who continue 

to fight, and those who have won.

Lindsey Kurnath
A Note from Stephen

Thank you to everyone who supported us! Thank 

you for your generous donations. Thank you for 

your love and support.

It was an honor to ride for Andy and his family. 

Andy’s strength and determination helped carry 

us up and down every hill.  Thank you again for 

your support as we raised $11,000+ to find the 

cure to this terrible disease. 

Beat the C!

Stephen Salazar

Pam, Wendy, Jim, Lindsey, Claire, Joe, Jenn, Craig, Jeff, Ginny & 

Stephen passing the capitol during the 5k walk

TEAM ANDY flexing our “BC” muscles

TEAM ANDY (Jim, Pam, Stephen, Joe, Wendy, Jenn, Lindsey, Jeff, Claire, 

Craig) at the start of the 5k walk



Andy Marsh
06/10/1982 – 08/04/2009

Some people come into our lives and quickly go.

Some stay for a while, leave footprints on our hearts, 

and we are never, ever the same.

For more information about the Andrew C. Marsh 

Memorial Fund, please visit 

http://andrewmarshfund.wordpress.com/


